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Thomas Mathews, By 


: 1 : 7 7 


I. 
HAT, for the better Regulating 
and Conducting of His 1 
Fleet, the Execution of His M 
jeſty's Inſtructions, and the De- 
f Araation of His Majeſty's Enernies, it has 
| been the conſtant Practiceſof all Admirals 
and Commanders in Chief, and eſteemed by 
_ themgof the higheſt Importance for His 
Mejeſty 's Service, to hold frequent Councils 
of War; and all Councils of War being 
directed (by the Inſtructions eſtabliſhed by 
His Nlajeſty in Council, relating to His Ma- 
jeſty's Set vice at Sea) to be held by Flag- 
omen 0d wats But, if the Number of Flag- 
B32 | Unkkas 


2 


> L541 | 
Officers ſhould. be leſs in Company than 
Three, in that Caſe the Commander in 
Chief is impowered to call to Councils of War 
ſuch of the ſenior Captains as he ſhall in his 
Diſcretion think neceſſary: Notwithſtanding 
which, Thomas Mocheuys Eſquite, in the 
Month of February, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Forty- three, being Admiral and 
Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's Fleet 
in the Mediterranean Sea, having then un- 
der his Command Richard Leftock, Eſquire, 
Vice-Admiral of the White Squadron, and 
HVilliam Romi, Eſquire, Rear-Admiral of the 
White Squadron, as inferior Flag- Officers; 
and having then under his Command a Squa- 
dron of His Majeſty's; Ships of War, con- 
taining Twenty-eight Ships of the Line, be- 
des other ſmall Ships of War, did not, in 
the whole ſaid Month of February, call, 
ſummon, or hold a Council, of War, confiſt- 
ing, as aforeſaid, of Flag-Officers, or Flag- 
Officers and ſenior Captains; notwithſtand- 
ing the combined Fleets of France and Spain 
—— 1 in Sight, and continued in View, 
of His Majeſty's Fleet under the Command 
of the ſaid; Thomas Mathews, on the Eighth; 


Ninth, Tench, Eleventh, Twelfth, and 
Thirtcenth, Days; of February, One thouſand ö 


Seven ae and Fortynthree: During 
Which Time the — a Council of 
War Was. of: the n Neceflity for His 

Majeſty” 5 


* 2 i 


an 


Majcſty'ssSexvice,. e urgent di in» 
cumbent on him to have done; yet he, on 
neither of thoſe Days aforeſaid; did call or 
aſſemble together a Comal of War; contrary 
to the conſtant Practice of all Admirals and. 
Commanders in Chief, in Breach and Ne- 
glect of his Duty in that Pehalf, and to the 
, great Dany ak His Lag 8 Fleet. PD - 


_- Notwithſtanding the Charge and ſole 
Command of His Majeſty's Fleet are intruſted 


to the Admiral and Commander in Chief, | 


and the Well-being and Safety of the aid 
Fleet does, in eſpecial manner, depend upon 
his Conduct, and whoſe Duty it is to ap- 
point neceſſary and proper Signals, for the 
better conducting the ſaid Fleet under his 
Con imand, as well by Night as by Day, 
according to the various Exigencies of His 
Majeſty's Service; yet the ſaid Thomas Ma- 
. thews did not direct and appoint neceſſary 
and proper Signals, for the better conducting 
the ſaid Fleet under his Command, and the 
Execution of His Majeſty's Inſtructions: Par- 
ticularly, by not appointing Signals in the 
Night, for the ſaid Fleet bringing- to, and 
keeping in a Line of Battle, engaging, giving 
Chace, and giving over Chace, according to 
= various: HR of His Majeſty s Set- 


$103! vice; 


(e 1 
vice; but; on the contrary; on ith Ted 1 
of the {aid Month of February, One thou- 


ſand Seven hundred and F orty-three, His 


Majeſty's: Fleet bearing down on the ſaid 
combined Fleets of France and Spain, then 


 laying-to in a regular well-formed Line of 


Battle, in full Sight, and within Four, Five, 
or Six Miles Diffance of His Majeſty's F leet,” 
the ſaid Thomas Mat be aus, in the Night, did 
make the Night-Signal for the Fleet to 
bring-to.; by which Signal the Windermoſt 
Ships of the Fleet were to bring: to firſt; and 
did not appoint and make a N ight-Signal * 


form the Line of Battle, and to e 
and e in the Line. 958 | 


. DP WIT 
o of 


That, in 5 e on the ſaid Ele- 
venth of February, the ſaid Richard Leftock- 
and his Diviſion being ſeparated aſtern, and 


to Windward of the Centre of His Majeſty's 


Fleet, and the ſaid William Rowley's Bi- 


viſion, as aforeſaid, being Three, Four, or 
Five Miles to Windward of the Centre of 


His Majeſty's, Fleet; the ſaid 7homas Ma- 
thews did make Sail with the Centre of the 


| ſaid Fleet, bearing down upon the ſaid com- 


bined F lets of France and Spain, His Ma- 
jeſty's Enemies, and their Conſederates; and 


did not © Ge. ſufficient Time for the ſaid 


8 a Richard 


— 


I 
” 


and, W 15 i as 1 di 


44 leet. And notwithſtanding the ſaid! 
Thomas Mathews had ſent Lieutenant Jaſper 
to acquaint the faid Richard Leftock, that — 
would lay by for him, until the faid Richard 
Leftock could come up and cloſe the Line; 
yet the faid Thomas Mathes did not ſhorten; 
Sail ſufficient for the ſaid Richard Leffock 
apd his Diviſion. to come up, and cloſe the 
Line: Nor did he lay by — the Centre 
of the Fleet, for the ſaid Richard Lefoct 
and his Diviſion, according to his Order and 
Meſſage ſent by the ſaid Lieutenant Faſper ; 
contrary to Diſcipline, in Breach of his 
Duty, and to pi great Oe af Wis: 
| N Fleet. 5 5 * 


Ar. 
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\That; in the Motling, on che laid Ele. 
vetith of February, near Three Hours before 


the Action began, which afterwards enſued 
between Part of His Majeſty's Fleet and the 
combined Fleets of Francs and Spain, the 
0 Fi bent Mathews, continuing with the 


x - 
1 


Cen tre 


increaſe the Diſtance between the ſaid N-. 
= E eſtock's Diviſion and the Centre of 


11 
centre of the Pest ſeparate and apart, as 
aforeſaid; i from the anch Richard Teſtoch s 
and the laid William Rewicy's, Divifion, i 
make the Signal to enguge the Enemy, con 
trary to Diſcipline, and the Practice of all 
Flag-Officers commanding in Chief, to make 
the Signals to engage the Enemy before the 
Fleet was ready, and formed in Order of 
Battle, according to the Signal for that Pur- 
poſe, and the Fighting Inſtructions.” Where- 
upon the ſaid combined Fleets did croud 
-_ and ſtretch to the Southwatd, in order 
o gain the Wind of His Maj geſty” 8 Fleet, or 
hp draw the ſaid Fleet on to join Battle, 
and fight at a Difadvantage, and upon un- 
equal Terms; inaſmuch as the combined 
Fleets kept in a regular well-formed Line of” 
Battle. And the ſaid Thomas Mathews, by 
not uſing the Means which were in His 
Power, did not form nor keep the ſaid Fleet, 
under his Command in a Line of Battle; 
which was his Duty to have done, agreeable 
to the ROS avid, i mg Diſcipline, © 


«#1. 05 WI Qs + DIE 
That, oj the Ninn Article eb d tie" 
Fighting Inſtructions, it is expreſly directed, 
That, if the Admiral and His Fleet have the 
Wind of the Enemy, and they have ſtretched? 
themſelves in a Line of Battle, the Van of 
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the - Admiral's Fleet is to fleer with the Van 
of the Enemy's, and there to engage them: 
n Breach of Which Nineteenth Article, the 
Admiral being to Windward of the Enemy, 
and the Enemy then ſtretching themſelves 
in Line of Battle, he did not then cauſe 
the Van of his Fleet to ſteer with the Van 
of the Enemy's Fleet; by reaſon whereof, 


the Van of his Fleet could not join Battle 


with, nor engage, the Van of the Enemys 
Fleet; nor could the Centre of the Bri- 
riſb F let join Battle with, nor engage, the 
Centre of the Enemy's Fleet; but, inſtead 
thereof, the Admiral, "by bearing down wi 
the: Centre, upon the Rear of the Enemy's 
Fleet, did thereby endanger the Van of the Bi. 
tiſh Fleet, by leaving the ſame expoſed to the 
Van and Centre of The Enemy's Fleet. The 
ſaid William Rowley, who commanded the 
Van of his Majeſtys Fleet on the ſaid 1 1th 
of February, inſtead of being far enough 


ahead to edle the Van of the Combined 


Fleets, according to the Signal then abroad, 
and the Fighting Inſtructions, being where 
the ſaid Thomas Mathews as aforeſaid, ſhould 
: haye been; the ſaid T homas Mathews, in- 
ſteatl of bein far enough ahead, to attack 
the Centre of the Combined Fleets, being 
where the ſaid Richard Leſtac as | afore- 
ſaich ſhould have been; and the ſaid. Richard 
Z Lefpck, inſtead. of being far enough ahead: . 

to (lack the Spaniſh 93 which = 


N 
, F 


T a 10 1 
ks Eneniy's Rear, being at à great Diſtance 
aſtern; and the ſaid Thomas Matthews, and 
the ſaid Richard Leſiock, and the ſaid Wil- 
iam Rowley, being each of them aſtern of 
their Stations in the Line of Battle as afore- 

ſuid ; the ſaid Thomas Mathers, contrary to 
Diſcipline, the Signal for the Line of Battle 
then abroad, and the Fighting Inſtructions, 
to the great Danger of his Majeſty's, Fleet, 
did bear down, in his Majeſty's Ship the Na- 
mure, with his Majeſty's Ship the Marlbo- 
rough, and attack the Spaniſb Admiral in the 
Rear of the Combined Fleet 


E VE: 


That the ſaid Zhomas Mathews, on the 
Aid Eleventh of February, by bearing away | 
to attack the Spaniſb Admiral as aforeſaid, © 
did occaſion all the Ships from the Princeſt 
Caroline, poſted in the Line of Battle of his 
Majeſty's Fleet, to the Dunkirk; to fite at 
the Span Squadron the Rear of the Com- 
bined Fleets; the ſaid Ships being the Ber- 
wick, King fton, Salisbury, and Guernſey. * of 
che laid William: Rowley's Diviſion); the 
Bedford, Dragon, Somerſet, Princeſa, Nor 
Je, Namure, \ Marlborough,» Dorſebſdure, 
| Tm Rupert, and Royal "Oak (of the * 
homds Marbeos:s Diviſion): Whereby the 
Van of his Maſeſty's Fleet, the ſaith Will 3 
Ham Rowley's Diviſion (being only, beſides 7 
the Four Ships —— as aſoreſaid, the 
Sterling, 


if + ik 11 1 

Ser hig Calin Warwick, Naſſau, Chat 
Chiogefter, Boyne, ' Barſleur; and Prince 
Caroline), was, by the een for the Line, 
and io engage the Enemy, which were con- 
Jpicuouſly flying, and in full Sight of bis Ma- 
jeſtys Fleet from the Van tothe 3 directed 
to attack the Van and Centre of the Combined 
Fleets, which were Eiglieen or Nineteen 
Ships : Which Conduct of the ſaid Thomas 
Mathews was contraty to Diſcipline, in Breach 
of his Duty, the Fighting Inftruckions, and 
1 the on ect: of his Nerv sr 5 ama 


VII q 
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That, ſrew WE the ſaid Thomas Ma- 
thews did bear down in his Majeſiy's Ship 
Namute, and did fire at the Spaniſh 44. 
miral'as aforeſaid, he, in his M. 72 'y's Shap 
Namure, did ſhoot. ahead, 727 4s Wind, 
withdraw, and continued ro keep back from 
the Fight with his Majeſty's Enemies; and 
did thereby leaue his Majeſty's Ship "the 
Marlborough t be hard preſſed in Battle by 
the Spaniſh Admiral fired, and his Se- 
cond aſtern ar him; and, during the En- 
Lag ement, his M, jeſty s Ship 577 Maclbo- 
rough being 22 4 2 her Mien 
and Majumeſt and, after. fie 
was ſo diſable — Aforeſad, did continue 
engaged in Tight with the ſaid Spaniſh Ad- 
W * ** AY econd e of him, * | 
\ N i 


Pa 
tze ſaid Thomas Mathews Jaw and he the | 
ö ſaid Thomas Mathews, being in Command 
as aforeſaid, and being capable of yielding 
Aſiſtance or Relief to his ſaid Majeſty's Ship 
Marlborough, - by going with his Majeſty's 
Ship Namure, then under his . — | 
ordering any of his Majeſty's Ships in the 

C > cet LE dl. to — Aſſiſt- 

ance (particularly the Dorſerſbire, Eſſex, 

 ' Rupert, and Royal Oak), which he or they 
might have done: Notwithſtanding which, 

he the ſaid Thomas Mathews did not rs 

, any of the Ships aforeſaid to the Relief or 
Aſſiſtance of the Marlborough ; and did not. 

| do his utmoſt to afliſt and relieve his Maje- 
| ſty's ſaid Ship the Marlborough';' but with- 
* drew, and — back himſelf, and the Ships 
of his Diviſion, from the Fight or Engage- 
ment, dente y $9: His A and 5 

* War. IQ N a NN 


vi. er e Ay v 2.40 
Tb e the Sig oe) beiog 0 to 
"engage. the Enemy, and ph Sigg for the 
Fleet to give over Chace, after the Fire- 
[| ſhip. blew up, and in the Afternoon's En- 
ö gagement, as aforeſaid, on the ſaid 11th of 
. February, there not being more than Five 
i Ships of the Spaniſh. Squadron, the Roar of | 
l tze ſaid Combined Fleets, that did engage 
W out of which * 5 ö 
| 8 6k al 
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ſaid Spaniſh Admirals Second ahead of him 
was ſoon put to Flight, and beat to Lerward, 
out of the — s Line, by his Majeſty's Ship 
Norfolk; the Ship ahead of the ſaid Spaniſh 
”* Admirals Second, in the Enemy's Line, was 
diſabled, having her Mainmaſt ſhot: away, 
and afterwards ſtruck to his Majeſty's Ship 
Berwickz\ and alſo the Spamſſo Admirals | 
Ship\was greatly diſabled by his Majeſty's 
Ship Marlborough :\Notwithftanding which, 
and the faid Thomas Mathews had it in his 
Power to order and diſpoſe of his Majeſty's 
Ships Berwict, King ſton, Salisbury, Guern- 
ex, Bedford, Dragon, Somerſet, Princeſſa, 
Notfolt, Namure, Dorſetſpire, Eſem, Ru- 
pert," and Royal Oak, for the immediate 
Deſtruction of the ſaid Five Ships; and to 
endeavour to take, fire, kill, and endamage, 
the Enemy, and to.| relieve his Majeſty's 
Shi» Marlborough; yet nevertheleſs the'ſaid 
Thomas Mathews did not uſe the Means in 
his Power, and endeavour his utmoſt, to 
tale, fire, kill, and endamage, the Enemy 
nor did he, as it was his Duty to have donc, 
order and direct the afureſuid Hourteen 
Ships under his Command to engage, and 
join in Battle, according to the Situation 
and Inferiority of the Enemy, during the 
| ſaid Afternoon's Engagement, hic Majeſiy's 
* Inſtruttions, and th Articles of Mar; but, 
bon the contrary; the ſaid Thomas Mathews 
_ 1 ras aig: and kept back” * 
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That the ſaid Thomas Mathews, being in 
Command ad aforeſaid, did not give Orders 
en tbe ſuid Eleventh of February, before the 


£14 ] 


but did connive at the notorious Breaches of 


Duty in others under his Command, by not 
wing the neceſſary Orders and Directions as 
88 in Chief, and which was his 


Duty to have done, for the Deſtruction of 


the ſuid Fiue Ships of the Spaniſh Squa- 
tron; nor did he, as was incumbent on him, 
according to the Fighting Inſtructions,” ſena 
fot the Captams who failed in their Duty 
on this important Occaſion, and appoint others 
in their room; whereby ſo good an Oppor- 


| tunity of effectually deſtroying, burning, or 


taking, the Five Ships, as aforeſaid, was loſt; 


to the great Diſhonour of his Majeſty's F leet, 
and the great Danger of his Majeſty's TP 


Marlborough, which Ship was thereby left 
alone to fight againſt the Span; Admiral, 
and his Second aſtern of him, as aforeſaid, 
gagement continued. enen ge 


1 # 
8 
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ald Action began, to Captain Mackey. of his 
Majeſty's Fireſbip Ann Galley, to prime and 
the Fireſhip under his Command to be 


We 
Nature of that Service, ſince the Attempts | 
of burning a Ship greatly depends on Readi- 
neſs, and ſudden Execution: For though a 
Ship may be ſo diſabled as to give a fair Op- 
e for burning her; yet, if the Fire- 
ip is not primed and prepared ready to 
catch the Occaſion When it offers, the Time 
ſhe will take to prime may very probably 
ut the Enemy in a Condition to defeat the 
Entennie : Notwithſtanding which, the ſaid 
Thomas Mathews, contrary to Practice, and 
in Breach of his Duty, did not give the ne- 
ceſſary and preparatory Orders to the faid 
Captain Mackey ; but, during the Engage- 
ment, the Spaniſh Admiral having been great- 
ty diſabled by his Majeſty's Ship Marlborough, 
the ſaid Thomas Mathews did ſend. down the 
Fireſhip unprepared to burn the Spaniſh Ad- 
mirals Ship, without allowing the ſaid 
Captain Mackey time ſufficient to prime the 
Fireſhip, being obliged to prime all the Way 
with looſe Powder: And alſo the ſaid Thoy 
mas Mathews did notoriouſly negle& to go 
bimſelf in his Majeſty's Ship Namure, or 19 
fend his Majeſty's Ships Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, 
Rupert, and Royal Oak, or any of them, 
* which Ships were ready at hand, to cover and 
| condu?t the ſaid Fireſbip, while he performed | 
* that imfortant Service; by which means 
the ſaid Fireſhip blew up without Succeſs, 
and the Opportunity of burning the Spuniſb 


[46] 
Adirural's Ship was loſt: Whereas, had the 
Fireſhip been primed ready 'for Service; and 
covered by his a Ships Namure, Dore 
ſelſbire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Royal Oak, or 
any of them, the 155 vaniſh Admiral's Ship 
would have not only been burnt, but the 
ſternmoſt Ships in the Rear of the ſaid SH. 
niſh Admiral 3 have been 3 Trom | 
getting e 2 
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That ſoon aer we ald Fireſhip * up 
by the Means as aforeſaid, on the ſaid Ele- 
. venth of February, the Van of his Majeſty's 
Fleet (the ſaid William Rowley's Diviſion) 

being ſtanding on the contrary Tack to the 
Line of Battle, and by crouding Sail and 
hauling cloſe upon a Wind, was endeavour- 
ing to run from the great Superiority of 'the 
French Squadron, which was then ftanding © 
on the fame Tack, and keeping cloſe after 
the ſaid Van of his Majeſty's Fleet; the faid 
William Rowley having, at that very Time, 
the Signal abroad for the Ships in his Diviſion 
to bear down into the Admiral's Wake : The 
Laid Thomas Mathews did haul, or cauſe to 
be hauled down, the Signals for the Line of 
Battle, and engaging the Enemy; and did 
hoiſt, or cauſe to be hoiſted, the Signals for 
| the Fleet to give over Chace: And ſoon after 
| | the 


—_— 
the ud Thomas Mathews did make the Sig- 
nal to give over Chace, he did make the 
Signal for the Line of Battle ahead, and did 
in his Majeſty's Ship Namure wear round, 
and did accordingly ſtand with his Majeſtys 
Fleet under his Se on the Starboard- 
Tack from the ſaid combined Fleets; and 
did thereby leave a diſabled Sixty-gun Sbip, 
that firuck during the ſaid Engagement, to 
be retoo by the French Squadron, with the. 
Lieutenant of the Berwick, and Twenty. or 
m_ of the ſaid Ship's Company on board. of. 

er And the ſaid Thomas Matheus did 
Bo to ſtand from his Majeſty's Enemies 
with. the Fleet under his Command; and 

durif g the Whole Night of .the laid; 
Eleventh of February,” ply; to Windward, 
without ſending, Cruiſers to obſerve the Mo- 
tions tbe Enemy: By which means his; 
Majeſty's Fleet, at Day- break, on the Twelfth, 
of February, was Four, Five, or Six Lea 
to Wind ward of the ſaid combined F leets,.. 
25 could not all, that ſaid Twelfth of Fes. 
Het up, to engage and join in Battle 
1 ajeſty's Enemies; which Conduct 
2 . the. 25 hamas, Mathews was to the 
Damage of his Majeſty, in Breach and Vio- 
lation of the Articles of Was in Mar | 
were lende reren bus In 
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That the ſaid Thomas Mathews, on the 
ſaid Twelfth of February, did bear down, 
and give Chace to the Lay, forming his 
Majeſty's Fleet under his Command in a 

Lide abreaft, according to the Signal which 
the ſaid 7. homas Mathews" had made, and 
kept abroad; and as his Majeſty's" Fleet 
drew near to the ſaid combined Fleets, which 
retreated, not formed in Order of Battle be- 
fore bis Ma jefty's Fleet; and notwithſtanding 


* kh 09 


the ſaid Thomas Mathews did ſee the Spaniſh 
Squadron ahead, and to Leeward 'of their 
Spaniſh 


Confederates, and Four of the ſaid' 
Ships appeared in his Sight to be difabled, 
among which was the Spaniſh Admirals 
Ship, being not able to make more Sail 
Her than a Spritſail and a Foreſtay Sail ; 224 0 
by her continued Neatneſs, and never Alter- 
ing her Diſtance from a Ship ahead of her, 
the appeared to be in Tow of a a large Ship 
that had all her Sails abroad ; notwithPand- 

ing which, and tho" it was a fine Moon-tight 

Night, Wind and Weather fair, and - 
cient to have gone in Chace of the Bae and 

His Majeffy's Fleet continued to have the Wea- 

 thergage, and it would have been" eaſy for 
the ſaid Fleet to have continued under Sail, 

aud in Sight of the combined Fleets, by 
| making 
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** more nnd more Sail, as the Enemy. 
appeared; leſs and leſs, perceptible, or other- 

wiſe ſhortened Sail as his Majeſty's Fleet did 
come. up; et, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Thomas 
Matthews, in Breach of. bis Duty, and Vio- 
lation of bis Majeſty's Inſtruftions, and con- 
traty to the Articles of War, did bring to. 

With the fard Fleet under bis Command, and 
did thereby forbear to purſue the Chace of 
his Majeſty's Enemies, and their Confederates 
then fing; neither. did the ſaid Thomas 
— end Cruiſers to | obſerve. the Ma- 
tions the Enemy, during the Time his Ma- 
jeſtys Fleet lay-to, but withdrew and kept back 
from purſuing the Chace, contrary to his 
Duty, in Breach and Violation of the Arti- 
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| That a his Na J F lect Ide 2 — te 
| the ſaid. combined Fleets, on the ſaid Twelfth, 
of Februar 10 the diſabled Sixty Gun Ship 
[that had ſtruck the Day before, and had. | 
been retaken by the French Squadron in the 
Evening, with the Berwick's Lieutenant and 
Men on board. of her) was deferted by be 
Enemy : Whereupon the ſaid Thomas Ma- 
003g did end Captain Norris, of the Eſſex, 
70 burn the ſaid diſabled Ship, which Captain 


ry ms and Pe afterwards. blew up; 
© notwithſtand-. 


L 20], 

notwithſtanding the Ship might” have blot 

| ſaved for his Majeſty's Uſe and Service, as 
the ſaid Ship's Fore and Mizen Maſts were 
ſtanding, and ſhe had a great Quantity of 
Stores on board of her; and the ſaid Thomas 
Mathews could, conſiſtent with the Diſpo- 
ſition of both F leets, more eſpecially 'as the 
Combined Fleets were then incumbered and 
diſabled, and were then flying before his 
Majeſty's Fleet, have: ſpared 4 Frigate to 
— nt the ſaid diſabled Ship to — 5 

Wen Was his AE to = ny 


T hat, on the ne * the | ſaid Month 
of February, the ſaid Richard Leſtock, in 
the Morning, did make the Signal to the ſaid 
Thomas Mathews, for ſceing Twenty Ships, 
or upwards,. of the Enemy, which Siynal his 
Majeſty's Ship Torbay did repeat; being then 

45 of. the ſaid Richard Leſtock; and tbe 

aid Thomas Mathews was then in. fall Sigbt 

of the ſaid Signal made and repeated as — . 

ſaid, having ſoon after hoiſted a Flag, ftriped 

Red and Ii. Log at the Foretopmaſi-bead, and 

fired a Gun (which Signal, by the Thirteenth- 

Article of the Fighting Infiruttions, was for 

be ſaid Richard Leſtock, and his Divifion, 

to draw into a Line abead; and, by the Four" 
fieenib Article , the. Sailing Infiru#ions, it 
I is 
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is for | the Vice- Admiral to ſent bigs t to 
chaſe) : Whereupon the ſaid Richard Leſtock 
did anſwer the ſaid Signal, by hoiſting a 
Flag, ſtriped Red and White, at the Före- 
topmaſt- head, as is directed by the Fighting 
Inſtructions; and, at the * time, the 
laid | Richard ke did make'the proper 


2 of him in the Line of Battle, lead- 
ing with the Starboard Tack,” to get "into 
their Stations, and to give Chace to the Enemy; 


the Combined Fleets, and did make their 
Ships more and more plain, being able to ſee 
many of them from the Decł; notwithſland- 
ing which, and tbougb his Majeſty Fleet 
continued to haue tbe Advantage of the Mea- 
thergage of tbe Cumbined Fleets, uitb 4 
freſb Gale of Mind; and thereby, had the 
Chace been — by 'his Majeſty's" Fleet, 
the ſaid Combined Fleets muſt "have let or 
given up their lame: Ships, particularly” the 
Spaniſh Admiral, or bave given his'Majeſty's 
Fleet Battle; yet the ſaid Thomas Mathews 
did make the Signal for the Fleet to give over 
Chace; and did thereby withdraw and keep 
back, with the ſaid Fleet under bis Cummand, 
from purſuing the Chace of bis Majeſty's Ene. 
mies, and their Confederates, contrary to his 
Majeſty s Inflruttions, in Breach and V jola- . 
tion ws his * and * of War. v. 
XI 


5 


thoſe Ships in his Diviſion, ations 


and the ſaid [Richard Leftock did gain upon 


_ Wilbam 


. Tis XIV. r n 
” Thar * Gail Thomas  Mathoeis was 4 

principal Cauſe or Occaſion: of the Miſcar- 
_ riage of his Majeſty's Fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean, and was guilty of divers notbribus 
Neglects and Miſconducts, and Breaches of 
Inſtructions, particularly by his neglecting to 
call a Council of War; by his neglecting to 
appoint proper Signals in the Night; by his 
bearing down to engage before the faid Riths 


ard Leck, and his Diviſion, and the ſaid | 


and his \Diviſion. had form. 
ed and clofed the Line of Battle; by his not 
keeping the ſaid Fleet, under his Command, 
in Line of Battle; by ordering the Van of 
his Majeſty's Fleet to engage at odds, and 
2 by his hauling. the Wind, and 
leaving his Majeſty's Ship — Marlborough 
in Diſtreſs, and by withdraw ing and keeping; 
back from the Fight himſelf..ahd: not or- 
dering any of his Majeſty's Ships to her Aſ- 
ſiſtance; by his not giving Orders for the 
Ann Galley Fireſhip to prime before the 
Engagement, and neglecting to ſend a Ship 
of War to cover her; by leaving the Spaniſh 
Sixty Gun Ship aforeſaid to be retaken by 
the Enemy, together with ſeveral of his Ma. 
jeſty's Subjects; by burning the ſaid Sixty 
Gun 2 when ſhe mg have been pre- 
ſerved 


7 [ 23 ] 
ſerved to his Majeſty” s Service; and by his 
. off and quitting the Chace, as 5 
. | : 
A nb 
That the ſaid Thomas Mathews was guilty 
of divers notorious Breaches of his Duty, as 
Admiral and Commander of his Majeſty's 


faid Fleet, upon the faid Eighth, Ninth, 
Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth 


Days of February, before and during the 


——— of his Ma jeſty's Fleet with the 
ſaid Combined Fleets of France and Spain, 
in the Mediterranean Sea; and was a prin- 
cipal Quſe of the e of his Mi 
ky s ſaid 12 9.4 8 
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